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Prime Minister Launches
AustralAsia Centre

The Prime Minister; The Honourable John Howard MP,
launched the AustralAsia Centre before an audience of
over 400 at Sydney's ANA Hotel on 8 May 1997.

Special guest of the launch
was Ambassador Nicholas
Platt, President of The Asia
Society.

In a speech telecast to
government leaders, deci-
sion makers, business and
the media in 33 countries
and territories across Asia
and the Pacific, the Prime
Minister said that the for-
mation of the AustralAsia
Centre had come at an
important time in the

history of Australia’s engage-
ment with Asia.

He indicated that Aus-
tralia's successful engage-

Prime Minister, John Howard,
and 1996 Australian of the Year,
Dr John Yu,

at the AustralAsia Centre launch. ment will depend on our
understanding and knowl-
edge of the region. “This
requires a national commit-
ment to developing closer
ties throughout Asia”.

The Centre, Mr Howard

said, would also draw on
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Objectives

of the

AustralAsia Centre

* To promote a greater
awareness in the wider
Australian and New
Zealand communities of
the growing importance
of the countries of Asia
and a deeper under-
standing of their different
cultures and societies. In
pursuing this aim it will
seek to reach out to the
younger generation

* To develop educational
and cultural exchanges,
programs, seminars and
exhibitions to strengthen
links between Australians
and New Zealanders and
the peoples of Asia

* To inject Australian and
New Zealand perspec-
tives into the Society's
approach to regional
issues of importance

* To draw on the net-
works, the contacts and
databases of the Asia
Society in the United
States and of its Hong
Kong Centre

* To cooperate with
those existing institutions,
foundations and councils
in Australia and New
Zealand which promote
understanding and con-
tacts with Asian countries.

THE ASIA SOCIETY AUSTRALASIA CENTRE IS A NON-PROFIT,

PRIVATELY-FUNDED ORGANISATION DEDICATED TO FURTHERING

UNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE COUNTRIES AND CULTURES OF ASIA.



® A New Understanding:

Thursday evening of the
8th May 1997 celebrated
the launching of the Aus-
tralAsia Centre of the Asia
Society by the Prime Min-
ister; the Honourable John
Howard at the ANA Hotel
in Sydney. The new Centre
becomes the second estab-
lished outside the United
States joining that of Hong
Kong which commenced
in 1991.

It was forty one years ago
that John D Rockefeller |ll
brought the Asia Society
New York to fruition to
develop links with the coun-
tries of Asia, promoting
understanding and the
development of cultural
relationships. Its Board of
Trustees is drawn from the
entire Pacific Region with
an International Council
of 137 acting as informal
advisers for programming
and activities in 20 countries.

Energy, commitment
and adherence to the

highest standards

Energy, commitment and
adherence to the highest
standards have charac-
terised the Society’s activi-
ties since its inception.

The leadership of the

A Message from Hugh M Morgan AO

Chairman, Asia Society AustralAsia Centre

AustralAsia Centre will be
under the guidance of Dick
Woolcott whose knowledge
of and service to Australia
in the international arena
and Asia in particular has no
peer. His knowledge and
understanding of Australia’s
role in the Asia region has
been invaluable in bringing
forward the successful cre-
ation of the Centre.

The AustralAsia Centre
will draw upon
the unique network of
senior relationships

already established

Our new endeavour joins
other associations and insti-
tutes in Australia and New
Zealand whose purpose is
to encourage understanding,
cultural and business links
with Asia. There will be a
strong commitment to work
with them to enhance the
quality, vigour and dedica-
tion of each institute's
objectives. The AustralAsia
Centre will draw upon the
unique network of senior
relationships already estab-
lished over its forty one
years of work.

To the Prime Minister we
express our appreciation of
his support.

FROM FRONT PAGE

Prime Minister
Launches
AustralAsia
Centre

The Prime Minister
pointed out that the Chair-
man of the AustralAsia
Centre, Hugh Morgan, had
recently accompanied him
with a group of business
leaders on a visit to China. |
am pleased that his interest
has been widely supported
by the private sector which
has funded the establishment
of the Centre”, he said.

Mr Howard took the
opportunity presented by
the launch to express his
belief in the need for Aus-
tralia to make a national
commitment to developing
closer ties with the region.
“Our cultural and ethnic
diversity gives us a great
opportunity to consolidate
our personal ties with the
countries of our region”,
he said.

In introducing the Prime
Minister, Hugh Morgan
emphasised the important
role the Asia Society has
played in building bridges
across the Pacific.

Australian-Indonesian relations:
Mrs Carole Flood, the wife of DFAT

head and Asia Society advisory

council member, Mr Philip Flood,
with Mrs Retno Wiryono, wife of
the Indonesian Ambassador to

Australia, at the launch.

He also outlined the high
level of participation by Aus-
tralians and New Zealanders
in its activities particularly in
respect of membership of its
International Council.

While referring to the
contribution made by both
sides of politics to Australia’s
growing engagement with
the countries of the region,
Mr Morgan made special
mention of the Prime Min-
ister’s long record of activity
in this regard.

He also paid tribute to
the companies which had
underwritten the establish-
ment costs of the Centre
and to its new director,
Dick Woolcott.
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The men who made the AustralAsia Centre happen:

New York Asia Society President Ambassador Nicholas Platt,

the Centre's Chairman, Mr Hugh Morgan, and Founding Director,

Mr Richard Woolcott, at the launch.



Recent Events:

| regard it as a great honour

and an important challenge
to have been invited to be
the founding Director of the
AustralAsia Centre of the
Asia Society.

In the world of the 2 st
Century, the successful close
engagement of Australia and
New Zealand, economically,
politically, strategically and
socially, with the countries
of Asia and the Pacific is of
critical importance for the
peoples of both countries,
situated as we are, on the
southern edge of South East
Asia.

Well placed to
inject Australian and
New Zealand
perspectives into the
Asia Society’s

approach

Our fortunes and our
futures will be linked to an
even greater degree than
they are already. So, in the
evolution of Australia’s and
New Zealand's links with
Asia, the more institutions
and influential individuals
working to inform the wider
communities in both coun-
tries about the growing

€| have devoted much

of my working life to
promoting Australia’s
engagement with Asia...
I would like to devote much
of my remaining productive
years to continuing to
promote a deeper
understanding of Asian
countries and cultures.

I believe | can contribute to
this cause through the
AustralAsia Centre of the
Asia Society .>*

importance of Asia, and to
promote a deeper under-
standing of the societies and
cultures of Asian countries,
the better.

The United States will
continue to play a major
role in the Asia Pacific
region in the 21st Century
and the AustralAsia Centre
will, | trust, be well placed
to inject Australian and
New Zealand perspectives
into the Asia Society's
approach to Asian issues.

| have devoted much of
my working life to pro-
moting Australia’s engage-
ment with Asia and, since |
retired as Secretary of the
Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade in 1992, |
have maintained my keen
interest in the region,
including as Chairman of the
Australia Indonesia Institute.
| would like to devote much
of my remaining productive
years to continuing to
promote a deeper under-
standing of Asian countries
and cultures. | believe | can
contribute to this cause
through the AustralAsia
Centre of the Asia Society.

Richard Woolcott AC

Architect and planner
Dr Young Hoon Kwaak
calls for a global perspective.

A Global Future
For Our Cities

Visionary architect and
planner, Dr Young Hoon
Kwaak, spoke at a round-
table meeting of the Aus-
tralAsia Centre, held on 17
March 1997.

Renowned for his cre-
ation of the 1988 Seoul
Olympic Park Master Plan,
Dr Kwaak detailed his chal-
lenging view of a world city
network in which citizens
share a genuinely global per-
spective. He encouraged
members who attended to
“ask not what you can do
for your country so much as
what you can do for the
world".

Making economic sense:
leading Indian economist,
Dr Isher Ahluwalia, explains the
business opportunities in India.

Expanding
Opportunities
in India

Leading Indian researcher
and economist, Dr Isher
Judge Ahluwalia, recently
visited Australia and was a
guest of the AustralAsia
Centre.

Dr Ahluwahlia who is
Research Professor at the
Centre for Policy Research
in New Delhi, discussed the
impact of economic reform
in India and the opportuni-
ties for increased invest-
ment, with senior business
people, academics and
bureaucrats at a number
of functions in Melbourne
and Sydney.

In Melbourne, she spoke
at a lunch co-hosted by the
AustralAsia Centre and
Alister Maitland, Executive
Director, ANZ, and also at
a dinner hosted by Bob
Prowse, Group Manager —
USA and Asia, NAB. In
Sydney, Dr Ahluwahlia
spoke at a business dinner
hosted by fellow Interna-
tional Councillor of the Asia
Society, Kathryn Greiner.

AVAILABLE FROM
THE AUSTRALASIA CENTRE:

Full text of the following:
* “Managing Change in Asia.”
Williamsburg XXV Statement

from the 1997 Williamsburg
Conference, Hong Kong

» "Australia and Asia:
An Enduring Engagement.”
Address by the Prime Minister,
the Hon John Howard MP
on the occasion of the launch
of the Asia Society AustralAsia
Centre

* Speech by
Mr Hugh M Morgan AO
on the occasion of the launch
of the Asia Society AustralAsia
Centre.

* Welcome remarks by
Mr Richard Woolcott AC,
Founding Director
on the occasion of the launch
of the Asia Society AustralAsia
Centre.

IN THE NEXT ISSUE:

* Review of recent

publications

* 1997 Williamsburg XXV
Conference, Hong Kong



Regional Events 1997:

MELBOURNE July 3

[4th Asialink Lecture
Mr Don Argus
Managing Director and CEO,
National Australia Bank
Limited

Organised by:
Asialink at The University of
Melbourne

Contact: Tel (03) 9349 1899

MELBOURNE June 28 - July 5
Australian Festival of Dance
"“Green Mill Dance”
Organised by:

Green Mill Dance Project
Contact: Tel (03) 9682 7113

NEW YORK April 26 - July 20
"“Gods, Kings and Tigers: The
Art of Kotah” Exhibition of Art
Works from the Kotah period
Organised by:

The Asia Society

Harvard University Art

Museums
Contact: Tel (212) 288 6400

MELBOURNE July 7 - |1
8th International Conference
for the Asian Pacific
Confederation for Arts
Education: “The Asia Pacific
Beyond 2000 Arts Education in
a Changing World”
Organised by:
University of Melbourne
The Victorian College of
the Arts
Contact: Tel (03) 9904 4240

SYDNEY July 14
Seminar: “Hong Kong's Future:
Will Politics or Economics
Decide?”
Organised by:
Research Institute for Asia
and the Pacific (RIAP) —
University of Sydney
Asia Society Australasia
Centre
Contact: Tel (02) 9290 3233

PERTH July 22 - 24
Conference: “India and
Australia: the Indian Ocean
and APEC”
Organised by:
Indian Ocean Centre — Perth
Centre for Policy Studies —
New Delhi
National Centre for South
Asian Studies — Melbourne
Department of Foreign
Affairs & Trade
Contact: Tel (08) 9221 7033

MELBOURNE August 2
Exhibition: “Cities of Asia”
Inaugural event to introduce
the Melbourne program of
TAASA
Organised by:
The Asian Arts Society of
Australia (TAASA)
The Asia Society AustralAsia
Centre
Contact: Tel (03) 9859 6277

MELBOURNE August 7
Media Seminar: “Representa-
tions of Indonesia in Australian
Press and Documentary Film”
Organised by:

Monash University

La Trobe University

University of NSW
Contact: Tel (03) 9386 8982

SYDNEY August 8
Symposium:
“ASEAN: Globalisation,
The Next Thirty Years”
Organised by:
Research Institute for Asia
and the Pacific (RIAP) -
University of Sydney
Contact: Tel (02) 9290 3233

SYDNEY August 9
Symposium:
"“Chinese Ceramics”
Organised by:
Centre for Asian Arts
Studies - Art Gallery of
New South Wales
Contact: Tel (02) 9225 1808

SYDNEY & MELBOURNE

August 13 - 17

Lecture Series by:
Rosemary Scott, Curator
The Percival David
Foundation of Chinese Art,
London

Organised by:
The Asian Arts Society of
Australia (TAASA)
The Asia Society AustralAsia
Centre

Contact: Tel (03) 9859 6277

SYDNEY August 14
Lecture: “Regionalism versus
Multiculturalism - The Way
Forward for Asian Trade:
A Malaysian Perspective”
Organised by:
Research Institute for Asia
and the Pacific (RIAP) -
University of Sydney
Contact: Tel (02) 9290 3233

HONG KONG

June I'l - August |7

Exhibition: “Picturing Hong
Kong: Photography, 1855-
1910”

Organised by:
The Asia Society Galleries
Hong Kong Arts Centre

Contact: Tel (852) 523 9922

SYDNEY June 12 - August 24

Exhibition: “Dancing to the
Flute: Music and Dance in
Indian Art”

Organised by:
The Art Gallery of New
South Wales

Contact: Tel (02) 9225 1744

NEPAL October - November
Asia Circle Study Tour (members)
Organised by:

The Asia Society- New York
Contact: Tel (212) 288 6400

Membership as at 15 June 1997

Members of the
Advisory Council

Dr Klaus Albrecht

Don Argus

Edmund Capon AM

Prof Adrienne Clarke AO
David Clarke AO

Rod Eddington

Hon Gareth Evans QC MP
Philip Flood AO

Prof Ross Garnaut AO
Prof Alan Gilbert

John Gough AO OBE

Cr Kathryn Greiner

Doug Hall

Janet Holmes a Court AO
Steve Howard

Dame Leonie Kramer AC DBE
Sir Russel Madigan OBE
Donald McDonald AO
Hugh M Morgan AO
Kerry Packer AC

Roger Peren

Dr Timothy Potts

John B Prescott AC
Michael Robinson

] M Robson

Fergus D Ryan

Lt Gen John Sanderson AC
Doug Shears

Greg Sheridan

Ezekiel Solomon

Hon Hugh Templeton

Dr John White

Lloyd Williams

Lyn Williams

Dean Wills AO

Richard A Woolcott AC

Founding Members

Allens Arthur Robinson

Ansett Australia

Arthur Andersen

Australian Consolidated Press
BHP

Coca-Cola Amatil Limited

Crown Casino Limited

Deutsche Bank Group in Australia
ICM Australia Pty Limited
National Australia Bank Limited
The University of Melbourne
Visy Industries

WMC Limited

Sponsor Members

ANZ Banking Group Limited
Bonlac Foods Limited

Boral Limited

CSR Limited

E L & C Balillieu

The Gandel Group of Australia
Macquarie Bank Limited
Pacific Dunlop Limited
Spectrum Network Systems
Transfield Defence Systems
Pty Limited

Individual Members:

Geoffrey D Allen

Mark Burrows

Robert | Champion de Crespigny
Stephen Chey

John Connolly

Rowena Danziger

L Gordon Darling AO CMG

Marilyn Darling
Richard Fogl

H E M Dominique Girard
Regina Gringer

Minoru Hasegawa

Dr James W Hayes
Marjorie Ho

Ray Horsborough
Anthony E Hyde

Alan Jones AM

Bruce R Kean AM
Donald McGauchie
Harley Medcalf
Elizabeth Morgan
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE
Prof Lyndsay R Neilson
Noriyuki Nakagawa
Roger W Poole

Goldie Sternberg
Masakazu Sugimori
Kartar Singh Thakral
Ben Tone The

Richard Thwaites
Garry Van Egmond
Sue Walker

Birgit Woolcott

ASIA SOCIETY
725 Park Avenue
New York, NY 1002 |

(1-212) 288 6400,

(1-212) 517 8315 fax

Asia Society
AUSTRALASIA CENTRE
Level 3, 175 Collins St
Melbourne 3000 Australia
POSTAL:
PO Box 18200
Melbourne 3000
Australia
(61-3) 9650 0998
(61-3) 9650 9665 fax

Asia Society
CALIFORNIA CENTER
ARCO Plaza, Level C

505 South Flower Street
Los Angeles, CA 90071
(1-213) 624 0945
(1-213) 624 0158 fax

Asia Society

HONG KONG CENTER
4/F The Chinese Bank Building
61-65 Des Voeux Road
Central Hong Kong

(852) 2868 6765

(852) 2877 5343 fax

Asia Society
TEXAS CENTER
4605 Post Oak Place
Suite 205
Houston TX 77027
(1-713) 439 0051
(1-713) 439 1107 fax

Asia Society
WASHINGTON CENTER
1800 K Street, NW
Suite 1102
Washington DC 20006
(1-202) 833 2742
(1-202) 833 0189 fax



